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About the Queensland Maritime Museum
Background
The Queensland Maritime Museum was founded in 1971 and is run entirely by volunteers. It
is situated on the Brisbane River at the southern end of Southbank Parklands and at the end
of the Goodwill Bridge.
The collection is housed in a two storey building that contains a large range of artefacts in
three galleries, a new extension and outside displays. The following themes and displays can
be found at the museum:
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Gallery 1
1. Early Navigators Display
2. Pleasure Boats and Half Models
3. Handcrafted Sailing Ship Models by John McDonald
4. Mutiny on the Bounty Display
5. Queensland Government Vessels Display
6. Model of the Otranto (Orient/ P and O line)
7. Mock-up of a Ship’s Bridge
Gallery 2
8. South Brisbane Dry Dock Photograph Display
9. Navigation Instruments
10. John Burke Ltd. Queensland Shipping Company Display
11. Pre-SCUBA Diving Display
12. Model of the Orion (Orient/ P and O line)
13. Queensland Shipwreck Map
Gallery 3
14. Mock-up of Ship Cabins
15. Maritime artefacts
16. Old Photographs of Brisbane
17. Sailing Trophies
Gallery 4
18. Oil Tankers and cargo shipping
Gallery 3 (Lower Deck)
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19. Cape Don Light and Lighthouse display
20. Rigging and Sail making
Gallery 4 (Upper Deck)
21. Packet Boats to Palaces (Passenger Travel)
Gallery 4 (Lower Deck)
22. Engines and Motors
Outside Displays
23. Battle of the Coral Sea (On HMAS Diamantina)
24. HMAS Diamantina
25. HMAS Forceful
26. Carpentaria Lightship
27. Happy II
28. Engines and guns (in grounds)
29. Penguin
30. Small boats display (in Boat Shed)

Pre-visit organization
The Queensland Maritime Museum is open everyday 9.30am—4.30pm (except Christmas
Eve to Boxing Day, Good Friday and Anzac morning). Last entry is 3.30pm.
For more information prior to booking a visit make contact with museum staff by:
• Phoning (07) 3844 5361
• Faxing (07) 3846 1945
• Emailing info@maritimemuseum.com.au
To book an excursion to the Queensland Maritime Museum please complete the booking form
found on the museum’s website www.maritimemuseum.com.au

Purpose
This module provides a complete program of activities that focus on the primary and
secondary sources featured in the exhibits at the Queensland Maritime Museum. It includes
activities that can be undertaken before a visit to the museum to provide an orientation to the
theme; interactive activities conducted at the museum which make use of the primary and
secondary sources available and enhance students’ understandings of the theme; and post –
visit activities to help students synthesise their understandings.
The module focuses on historical skills and emphasises the use of primary and secondary
sources to discover the stories of people in the past and the contributions they have made to
maritime history or science.
The pre-visit activities focus on developing students’ understanding of the nature of history
and of interpreting evidence (primary and secondary sources) to draw conclusions about
events that happened in the past.
At the museum students will be taken on a tour and by solving the clues and investigating the
evidence (primary and secondary sources), they will discover the stories of important people
featured at the museum. The answers to the clues are found in a word grid and will provide
students with the solution to a riddle ‘What did they do?’ For the teacher’s benefit the answer
is ‘Contributions to Maritime History and Science’.
Back at school students discuss some of the primary and secondary sources they saw, the
importance of evidence in solving history’s mysteries and investigate in more depth one of the
people they discovered at the museum. There is also the opportunity to undertake extension
activities in the form of an online unit from
theDetectives
National History Project.
Maritime
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Overview of activities
Phases and activities

Pre-visit:
•
Lost Property – Becoming a
Detective
•
Primary and Secondary
Sources
•
The Migrant’s Experience
•
Before You Go
QMM visit:
•
Who done it?
•
Interpreting historical sources at
the museum
Post-visit:
•
KWL Chart
•
Important Contributions in
Maritime History: A group
Research Project.
•
Shipwrecks Act – Finders
Keepers? (National History
Project Online Unit)

Core learning
outcomes by phase of
possible
demonstration
SOSE - TCC 5.1

Assessment opportunities

Submission of evidence sheet
Visual Presentation of
comparison of travel over time.

SOSE -TCC 5.1

Recording information
Problem solving
Interpretation of sources

SOSE TCC 4.3
Science - Science and
Society 4.1

Group Research

Core learning outcomes
The following table outlines the core learning outcomes included in this module. Please note
that the outcomes printed in bold are the focus learning outcomes for this module, for which it
may be possible to gather sufficient evidence to make judgments about student performance.
STUDIES OF SOCIETY AND ENVIRONMENT

SCIENCE

TCC 5.1
Students use primary and secondary sources
to investigate situations before and after a
change in Australian or global settings.

Science and Society 4.1
Students outline some contributions to
the development of scientific ideas made
by people from different cultural and
historical backgrounds.

TCC 4.3
Students share empathetic responses to
contributions that diverse individuals and
groups have made to Australian or global
history.
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Planning, teaching and assessing with multiple
outcomes across a number of Key Learning Areas
Learning outcomes have a dual role - they inform planning and they provide a framework for
assessment. Queensland Maritime Museum modules allow planning for multiple outcomes
from more than one Key Learning Area. In such modules, there are a number of things that
should be kept in mind in relation to planning and assessment.

Planning
Teachers will choose this module, Maritime Detectives, for a variety of reasons, including
students’ interests and the availability of resources. However, a number of factors need to be
considered in relation to the implementation of this module.
Teachers will need to consider how the outcomes that may be developed and demonstrated
in this module relate to the contribution of other modules and activities that form the entire
continuum of planning and assessment. Introductory and developmental activities leading to
students’ demonstrations of the listed learning outcomes may differ depending on whether
this module is planned for early Year 6 or mid- Year 7.
The activities in this module are intended to form an integrative set of learnings that may
contribute to the demonstration of the core learning outcomes shown in bold in the table on
page 4. This set of learning outcomes has been selected because they are relevant to the
contents and contexts of Maritime Detectives. Different activities in this module may
contribute to the development of, and allow for the demonstration of one, or more than one, of
this set of selected learning outcomes. Because learners may need multiple opportunities to
develop and demonstrate learning outcomes, teachers may need to plan for the inclusion of
other learning activities and assessment tasks before feeling confident of making a final
judgment on the demonstration of learning outcomes.
Other planning considerations include:
• maintaining the integrity of each learning outcome (i.e. including the 'knowing and the
doing with what is known' parts, the associated key concept/s and/or organizing ideas, and
other characterising features of a Key Learning Area such as working scientifically, working
technologically or the SOSE values);
• determining students' prior learnings related to the knowledge, practices and dispositions
associated with the core learning outcomes and scaffolding or modifying the learning activities
and assessment tasks accordingly
• being aware of the sequenced continua of all core learning outcomes and how these can
support those students developing and demonstrating learning outcomes at the preceding or
successive levels
• using multiple and varied assessment opportunities and the varying length of time that
different students need to develop and demonstrate each of the selected learning outcomes,
and
• the placement of this module within the overall sequence of the curriculum program.
With these considerations in mind, additional support or extension activities may be required
for some students.

Assessment
In this module, some outcomes have been identified as the focus for demonstration. Activities
derived from these outcomes provide opportunities for judgments of their demonstration.
Typically it could be expected that most students in Years 6 and 7 will demonstrate these
learning outcomes.
Continuous assessment allows for the monitoring of student progress over time. At
appropriate points it may be possible to make judgments about student demonstration of
these outcomes. However, for any individual student, judgments can be made at any time
when the teacher is satisfied that sufficient evidence has been obtained.
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In this module there are other outcomes that have been associated with the focus learning
outcomes because of their appropriateness to the context. Assessment derived from these
outcomes is insufficient in itself to provide evidence for judgment. However, judgment about
the demonstration of these outcomes may be possible if enough evidence has been gathered
in previous class work. If not, evidence gathered from this module will contribute to a later
judgment about demonstration of these outcomes.
Other assessment considerations may include:
• offering (or negotiating) different assessment tasks for students who have not yet
demonstrated one of the selected learning outcomes
• addressing individual learning styles
• providing learning support or extension opportunities for particular students, taking into
account the related outcomes at the adjacent levels, or discretionary learning outcomes; and
• adapting the emphasis on certain outcomes, depending on the prior experience of
students and the opportunities they have had to demonstrate the focus outcomes and the
other outcomes associated with this module.

Background information
Terminology
Students will be able to understand these terms in the context of the activities in this module:
Artefacts
Discover/ discovery
Primary source
Astrolabe
Evidence
Screw Propeller
Azimuth ring
Explorer/ exploration
Secondary source
Chronometer
Fresnel lens
Sextant
Compass
Interpretation
Station pointer
Cross staff
Navigation/navigators
Timeline
Deduction
Pelorus

Length of the module
This module provides a suggested sequence of pre-visit and post-visit activities that support a
set program of activities conducted on an excursion to the Queensland Maritime Museum. In
line with the advice regarding the demonstration of outcomes, teachers may decide that
students require additional pre and post-visit activities to fully demonstrate the outcomes. It is
therefore left to teachers’ discretion the amount of time to be allocated to the pre-visit and
post-visit activities. However, the excursion activities can be completed during a 2 hour visit to
the museum.

Syllabus and cross curricular links
The Studies of Society and Environment Years 1-10 Syllabus
The KLA outcomes section of the SOSE syllabus states that students should ‘develop the
knowledge, processes and attitudes necessary to ……understand past events and actions to
……use various sources of evidence’. The module focuses on outcomes from the strand
Time, Continuity and Change and particularly on developing the key concept of evidence over
time.
The Science Years 1-10 Syllabus
The KLA outcomes section of the Science syllabus states that students should ‘understand
the nature of science as a human endeavor, its history, its relationship with other human
endeavours and its contribution to society’. The module focuses on outcomes from the strand
Science and Society and particularly on investigating the stories of people who have made
contributions to the field of maritime science.
Literacy
Literacy has been identified as a cross-curricular priority by the Queensland Studies Authority.
All teachers have a responsibility to develop literacy outcomes. This module assists teachers
Maritime Detectives
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towards this end by incorporating literacy outcomes at Level 4 within the learning experiences
of the module. For example:
Code Breaker
• Spelling the terminology used in the module
Text Participant
• Retrieving information from primary and secondary sources
Text User
• Using narratives e.g. diaries
Text Analyst
• Interpreting historical sources
For further elaboration of literacy outcomes teachers are referred to the Literacy position
paper developed by the QSA which may be downloaded from the website at
http://www.qsa.qld.edu.au/index.html.
Numeracy
Numeracy has been identified as a cross-curricular priority by the Queensland Studies
Authority. All teachers have a responsibility to develop numeracy outcomes. This module
assists teachers towards this end by incorporating numeracy outcomes at Level 4 within the
learning experiences of the module. For example:
Number sense
• Using quantities
For greater elaboration of numeracy outcomes teachers are referred to the Numeracy position
paper developed by the QSA which may be downloaded from the website at
http://www.qsa.qld.edu.au/index.html.
Multiple intelligences
The theory of Multiple Intelligences was developed by Howard Gardner in the 1980s. It was
based on considerable research into how parts of the brain process information differently.
Gardner theorised that there were eight different ways of knowing or ‘Multiple Intelligences’.
The implication for education was that different ways of teaching or different types of activity
could switch on the different ways of knowing and therefore knowledge of the theory could
help teachers to teach and students to learn. Further information about Multiple Intelligences
can be found at http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theory_of_multiple_intelligences.
This module aims to incorporate a range of activities that reflect the eight intelligences:
• Verbal/ Linguistic e.g. interpreting written sources
• Logical/ Mathematical e.g. problem solving
• Visual/ spatial e.g. creating a visual representation
• Body/ Kinaesthetic e.g. role play (possible research presentation)
• Musical/ Rhythmic e.g. song (possible research presentation)
• Interpersonal e.g. group research
• Intrapersonal e.g. reflection KWL activity.

School authority policies
Teachers need to observe the guidelines of school authority policies that may be relevant to
this module. Safety policies are of particular relevance to some activities. It is essential that
demonstrations and student activities are conducted according to procedures developed
through appropriate risk assessment at the school. Teachers need to consider safety issues
related to:
• Excursions

Evaluation of program
After completion of the activities in this module teachers will be able to collect information and
make judgments about:
• Teaching strategies and activities used to progress student learning towards
demonstrations of core learning outcomes
• Opportunities provided to gather evidence about students’ demonstrations of core
learning outcomes
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•
•
•
•

Future learning opportunities for students who have not yet demonstrated the core
learning outcomes
The extent to which activities matched needs of particular groups of students and
reflected equity considerations
The appropriateness of time allocations for particular activities
The appropriateness of resources.

Maritime Detectives
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Maritime Detectives
Activities
Phase 1

Pre- excursion Activities

Activity 1

Lost Property - Becoming a Detective

Focus
This is a motivational activity that introduces students to the nature of ‘detective work’ in history by
focusing on the interpretation of evidence. At the end of this activity students should be able to use
their skills of deduction to frame a picture or story about the person behind the clues presented.
Materials
•
Collection of a variety of items (primary and secondary sources) assembled by the teacher
and put into a backpack or bag. Suitable items are:
o Letters
o CDs
o Badges
o Items of clothing
o Items of jewellery
o Books
o Photos
•
Resource 1: Who owns the Bag?
Teaching considerations
Ensure that the items are intriguing and provide clues for the students without being too obvious i.e.
avoid items with specific names on them. Also ensure that there is a mixture of primary and secondary
sources.
Teaching sequence:
•
Explain this scenario to the students: A bag has been handed in to lost property. There is no
name on the bag but there are items in the bag that give clues about the person who owns it.
The class has to use their detective skills to look at the evidence and work out what they can
deduce about the person who owns the bag.
•
Open the bag and take out the items one by one.
•
Ask the students to list/ describe the item in the first ‘page’ of Resource 1.
•
After each item has been revealed, ask the students to brainstorm what clues this item
provides about the person who lost the bag. Ask the students to write their deductions/
interpretations on the second ‘page’.
•
After all the items have been revealed, ask the students to summarise what they know about
the person on the third ‘page’.
•
Explain to students that historians are a bit like detectives as they use evidence (sources) to
interpret past events.
Gathering evidence about student learning
Some evidence may now have been gathered which may assist in making a judgement on the
students’ demonstration of SOSE outcome TCC 4.1.
Teachers may gather evidence by focussing on:
•
Students’ use of evidence to make interpretations about a person.

Activity 2

Primary and Secondary Sources

Focus
This activity helps students to distinguish between primary and secondary sources of evidence that
can be used in historical work.
Materials
• Resource 2: OHT Primary and Secondary Sources
Teaching sequence:
•
Explain that historians look for evidence to make interpretations of past events. The evidence

Maritime Detectives

9

Queensland Maritime Museum Education Module

•

that they use are categorised as Primary and Secondary sources. Use Resource 2 to define
primary and secondary sources for students.
Ask students to draw a table as follows:
PRIMARY SOURCE
SECONDARY SOURCE

•

Using the items in the lost property bag from Activity 1 ask students to decide whether an
item is a primary or secondary source and write that item in the correct column.
•
Brainstorm other types of primary and secondary sources and enter them in the table.
•
Explain that at the museum there are a lot of different primary and secondary sources that
they will be using to make interpretations about historical and scientific events.
Gathering evidence about student learning
Some evidence may now have been gathered which may assist in making a judgement on the
students’ demonstration of SOSE outcome TCC 4.1.
Teachers may gather evidence by focussing on:
•
Students’ understanding of the definitions of primary and secondary sources
• Students’ accuracy when categorising primary and secondary sources.

Activity 3

The Migrant’s Experience

Focus
This activity allows students to interpret a primary source (passenger ticket) to find out what conditions
were like for a migrant passenger to Australia in 1883.
Materials
•
Resource 3: Passengers’ Contract ticket
•
Resource 4: Cloze Exercise
Teaching considerations
This is a scanned version of the original passenger ticket. Because it is an original the reproduction
quality is not perfect and students may need some help when reading the document.
Teaching sequence:
•
Distribute Resource 3 and explain to students that this is an example of a primary source in
history. It is a copy of an original Passenger Contract ticket that was issued in 1883. It gives
a lot of information about the conditions for the migrant during their journey.
•
Ask students to complete the cloze exercise and questions on Resource 4 by referring to the
information on Resource 3.
•
Ask students to prepare a visual presentation comparing a journey from England to Australia
by ship in 1883 with a similar journey by air today.
Gathering evidence about student learning
Sufficient evidence may now have been gathered for a judgement to be made on student’s
demonstration of SOSE outcome TCC 4.1.
Teachers may gather evidence by focussing on:
•
Students’ interpretation of a primary source
•
Students’ comparative analysis of transport.

Activity 5

Before You Go

Focus
This activity concludes the pre-excursion activities by completing the necessary formalities for a visit
to the museum and familiarising students with the excursion activities. It also introduces part of the
student evaluation by completing the first parts of a KWL chart.
Materials
•
Permission Forms etc
•
Resource 5: KWL Chart
•
Resource 6: Excursion booklet
Teaching sequence:
•
Distribute permission forms and discuss necessary rules/ behaviour for excursion.
•
Read through Resource 6: Excursion booklet so that students are familiar with the activities
they will be doing at the museum.
•
Ask students to complete the first two columns of Resource 5: KWL Chart i.e. ‘What we
know’, ‘What we want to find out’. (NB Resource 5 will be used again at the end of the
excursion for students to complete the ‘what we learned’ column and thus complete one part
of the excursion evaluation.)

Maritime Detectives
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Phase 2

QMM Excursion Activities

Activity 1

Who done it?

Focus
Students will be examining a range of primary and secondary sources at the museum and using clues
to solve a riddle.
Materials
•
Resource 6: Excursion Booklet
Teaching considerations / Teaching sequence:
•
Students will be taken on a tour of the museum. In the different galleries there are a number
of exhibits that refer to people who have contributed to maritime history or who have made
scientific discoveries. Students use the clues on the worksheet to discover ‘Who done it? The
answer is a person’s name which the students can find in a word grid. The letters left in the
word grid reveal the answer to the riddle ‘What makes them famous?’ (Answer: Contributions
to Maritime History and Science)
Gathering evidence about student learning
Some evidence may now have been gathered which may assist in making a judgement on the
students’ demonstration of SOSE outcome TCC 4.3 and Science outcome Science and Society 4.1.
Teachers may gather evidence by focussing on:
•
Students’ recording of information
• Students’ ability to solve problems.

Activity 2

Interpreting historical sources at the museum

Focus
Students will be examining a range of primary and secondary sources at the Museum making
interpretations
Materials
•
Resource 6: Excursion Booklet
Teaching considerations / Teaching sequence:
•
These activities are self explanatory and are contained in the Excursion Booklet. Museum
staff will provide extra information during the tour of the museum’s Galleries. Students will
need to record information in all Galleries but not on board HMAS Diamantina.
Gathering evidence about student learning
Some evidence may now have been gathered which may assist in making a judgement on the
students’ demonstration of SOSE outcomes TCC 4.3, TCC 5.1 and Science outcome Science and
Society 4.1.
Teachers may gather evidence by focussing on:
•
Students’ recording of information.

Maritime Detectives
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Phase 3

Post-excursion activities

Activity 1

KWL Chart

Focus
This is an evaluation activity whereby students list what they believe they have learned from their visit
to the Queensland Maritime Museum
Materials
•
Resource 5: KWL Chart
•
Resource 6: Excursion Booklet
Teaching sequence:
•
Students complete the final column of the KWL Chart (what we have learned) and discuss
their writings with the class.
•
Brainstorm all the different types of primary and secondary sources that were seen at the
museum and add them to the table from Activity 2 (pre-excursion).

Activity 2
Project.

Important Contributions in Maritime History: A Group Research

Focus
This activity asks students to choose one of the people featured at the museum to investigate in more
depth.
Materials
•
Resource 7: Important Contributions in Maritime History:
Teaching considerations
A number of useful websites for this activity are provided in the Support Resources list.
Teaching sequence:
•
In groups ask students to choose one person from the word grid for further research.
•
Distribute Resource 7 and explain the process.
•
Allow students time to find out more about the person they chose.
•
Students can present their findings in a variety of ways eg poster, written project, oral
presentation, website, song, role play etc.
Gathering evidence about student learning
Sufficient evidence may now have been gathered for a judgement to be made on student’s
demonstration of SOSE outcome TCC 4.3 and Science outcome Science and Society 4.1.
Teachers may gather evidence by focussing on:
•
Students’ research skills
•
Students’ presentation skills
•
Students’ demonstration of significant contribution.

Activity 3 (optional) Shipwrecks Act – Finders Keepers?
Focus
This activity focuses students on the skills used in interpreting historical sources. It is an online unit
from the National History Project which looks at historical evidence from six shipwrecks around the
coast of Australia.
Materials
•
http://www.hyperhistory.org//index.php?option=displaypage&Itemid=464&op=page&
SubMenu=464
Teaching considerations
This National History Project online unit contains a wealth of information and primary and secondary
sources that complement the theme of this module. Teachers may wish to use the whole unit, select
parts from it or use the sources for their own teaching sequence to fit in with this module.
Teaching sequence:
•
Follow the sequence as described in the unit.
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Gathering evidence about student learning
• Some evidence may now have been gathered which may assist in making a judgement on
the students’ demonstration of SOSE outcome TCC 4.1 as outlined in the online assessment
advice.

Maritime Detectives
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Resource 1

Evidence

Deductions

Description of
Person
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Resource 2

Primary Sources
Primary sources are those that belong
directly to the period or event. They are
sources that you can either collect yourself
or others can show they collected.
They include:
; Artefacts
; Art
; Bones
; Documents
; Buildings
They are used to find out the history or
culture of a group.
They can also include:
; Field studies
; Observations
; Recordings
; Surveys
Maritime Detectives
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Secondary Sources
Secondary sources are those that collect,
collate and report on other people’s primary
evidence.
They may therefore be biased by the
person who recorded or reported.
Secondary sources include:
; Books
; Official statistics
; Reports
; Maps
; Media sources (newspapers, video
documentaries)

Maritime Detectives
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Resource 3
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Resource 4
Study Resource 5 (Passenger Contract Ticket) carefully and complete the
following paragraphs:

Thomas ____________ was only ____________ years old when he
left ___________ in the United Kingdom for __________________
Queensland on _______________18__. The name of the ship on
which he travelled was the ___________________. The ticket top
shows he was a _______________ migrant and his ___________
class passage cost £_____. He was given Berth Number
__________. He had to provide his own _______________ and
_________________. He was allowed _____________ luggage,
some of which was to be packed in ________________ to be stowed
away. The items that he needed daily were to be packed in
_____________.
Each week of the journey Tom received at least ___________ of
pork and ____________ of peas. ________ ounces of rice were
served on ______________ and ___________. Drinks during the
voyage included ______________, __________ and ____________.
To make the food taste a bit more interesting Tom was given
______, ______, _______, and ________. For health reasons
_______ juice was provided in the tropics and at other times could
be prescribed by the doctor because it was a valuable source of
Vitamin C.
When Tom arrived in Australia he left the ship at ____________ in
Queensland.

Maritime Detectives
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Resource 5

What we Know

KWL Chart
What we Want to find

What we Learned

out
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Resource 6

Excursion to the Queensland Maritime
Museum
Name

Date

Maritime Detectives
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Welcome to the Queensland Maritime
Museum.
In the Museum there are a lot of displays which tell
stories of events and people that are connected with
the sea. They also tell us a bit about life at sea.
The displays are made up of primary and secondary
sources (remember your definitions?). To find out more
about the stories we have to observe these sources
very carefully.
During your tour of the Museum you will see all sorts of
information and you will be asked to use your powers of
deduction as a Maritime Detective to interpret these
sources.
At each of the displays there are some questions to
answer by looking at the primary and secondary
sources…but there is also a mystery riddle to
solve………Who done it?

Look throughout the museum for the answers to the
clues below. Find the answers in the word grid and
cross off the letters. When you have found all the
answers you will be left with letters that give you the
answer to the riddle. Now put your detective caps on
and Good luck!

Maritime Detectives
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Who done it?
Here are the Clues…..
1. In 1820 he helped light the way for ships!
2. Is it a boat? Is it a river? Is it a person? Perhaps in Queensland
it’s all three!
3. A Captain? – Yes, but only a Lieutenant when he first explored
Australia.
4. Born in 1774, he was the first explorer to circumnavigate Australia.
5. Was there a ‘bounty’ on this Captain’s head?!
6. He invented a ‘sea clock’ in 1735.
7. Archimedes had an idea and this man used it to drive boats
forward.
8. He invented the Gyro compass in 1908.

F
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T
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I
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D
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A
N
T
I
N
A

Now solve the riddle……What makes them famous?
Write your answer below:
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Investigating Primary and secondary sources at the
Queensland Maritime Museum
Early Navigators Display
Look carefully at the display. See if you can find four
different primary sources and write them down in the
first column. In the second column write down some
information you can find out by studying these
sources……these are your interpretations.
Primary Source

Interpretations

Sailors Lamp Posts Display

Look at the photographs of Cape Cleveland and Cape
Moreton. Can you see any clues to tell you how old the
photographs are? What are they?

Maritime Detectives
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Model of Otranto Display

Is this model an example of a primary or secondary
source? Why do you think so?

Mutiny on the Bounty Display
Are these maps examples of primary or secondary sources? Why do you
think so?

John McDonald Models Display

What information can we find out from the models?

Do the models give more or less information than a photograph or
drawing? Why do you think so?

Maritime Detectives
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South Brisbane Graving Dock Display

Look carefully at the photographs in this display. Describe the changes
you can see between 1883 and 1987. Use the film strip to record your
observations.

1883

1899

1943

1968

1971

1987
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Navigation Instruments display

This display gives information about a lot of different navigation
instruments. Which of the instruments shown are primary sources and
which are secondary sources? Put a tick in the correct column.

Primary Secondary
Source
source
Astrolabe
Azimuth ring
Chronometer
Cross staff
Octant
Pelorus
Sextant
Station pointer
Telescope

Look at the display of navigation instruments and complete the boxes in
the retrieval chart below.

What is it?

Chronometer

What does it do?

When was it made?
Who made it?
Where did it come from?
What’s it made of?
How big is it?
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Mock –up Cabins display

Are these two cabins the same class? How can you tell?

What innovations can you see in the cabins, which have been introduced
for life at sea?

Maritime Artefacts Display

You can find out a lot of information when you look for clues. What
information do the following artefacts give you?

Artefacts

Things we can find out

Badges
Menus
Souvenirs
Cutlery and drinking cups
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Sail making and Riggers display

Look carefully at the display of Sail making and
Riggers and try to work out what they do and
how they do it…then complete the table:

Sail maker

Rigger

What do they
do?

What materials
do they work
with?

What equipment
do they use?
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HMAS Diamantina

HMAS Diamantina is the biggest primary source at the Museum!!
After your tour of the ship list some of the other primary and secondary
sources you saw on board.

Primary Sources

Secondary Sources

This is a PMI chart – in it you write down what you think are the Plus

(P), Minus (M) and Interesting (I) things you found out onboard the
ship.

P

M

Maritime Detectives
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Resource 7

Important Contributions in Maritime History
Group Research Project.
Remember the answer to the riddle at the Queensland Maritime Museum?
The people you discovered there all made important contributions to
maritime history. Now it’s time to find out a bit more about these people.

After you have formed into small groups select one of the people
from the following list:






Augustine Fresnel
James Cook
Matthew Flinders
William Bligh





John Harrison
Francis Pettit
Smith
Elmer A Sperry

Use the library and World Wide Web to find out the answers to
these research questions:
• When and where were they born?
• What nationality were they?
• When and where did they die?
• What was their major invention, discovery or contribution to
maritime history?
• Why was it important? How would life today be different without
this contribution?
Decide how you will present your information to the rest of the
class………..will it be:





A written project?
A poster?
An oral
presentation?
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