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Vision:  To be an inspirational maritime museum for the people of Brisbane and Queensland. 
 

Mission: The Queensland Maritime Museum will enrich and inspire our visitors with an outstanding 

experience of the maritime heritage of Queensland all achieved through dynamic displays, best-practice 

management of our collection and, the stories we share. 

 

Welcome to the latest edition of news, rumours and scuttlebutt at the Maritime Museum.  If you have 

anything you would like to say or talk about in Scuttlebutt please let me know.  The main purpose of 

Scuttlebutt is to help keep everybody informed of our activities. 

 

Date Claimers - 2016 

Operation Rimau Commemoration – 10.30am Sun 10 July 

Golden Age of Pirates (7 Pirates 1500 to 1700) Russell Twomey – 2pm Sat 16 July 

Brisbane’s Living Heritage Network AGM – Wed 14 Sep 

Interview with Esme Lucas-Havens – Following Columbus Course – 500 Years Later- The Regatta 1992  

– 2pm Sat 17 Sep 

Sea Shepherd Fundraising Event – Sun 18 Sep 

Talk Like a Pirate Event – Mon 19 Sep 

Brisbane Open House – Saturday 8 October 

 

Board of Directors 
David Thomas (Chairman), Hans Pommerel, Matthew Rowe, Chris Williams, Mike Sobyra, David Rollins, 

Brett Smith, Mark Fort and Angela Tillmanns.   Angela has recently joined the Board as an invited Director 

and we extend a warm welcome to her on behalf of QMM. 

 

Hello!  At long last another edition of Scuttlebutt.  A few matters have been keeping me occupied. 

 

Pirates Week 

Our annual Pirates Week is in progress this week and full credit to the great team of volunteers who organised 

and staffed this event.   It continues to be a great success enjoyed by young and young at heart.  The day 

begins with a Pantomime performed by our volunteer cast with musical backing from QMM’s Buccaneers 

Blues Band.   Children are then divided into groups to partake in a variety of nautical activities with the 

golden rule of having some fun.   Each and every one of a large group of our volunteers deserves a big pat on 

the back for their enthusiastic support of this event.  Bravo Zulu to all of you and THANK YOU. 

 

Exhibition. 

The current temporary exhibition is a story of Evans Deakin titled; ‘The Pin that Saved Brisbane’.  

 

Board 
The Board’s discussions at its recent meetings included; the safety action plan, the financial reports, site 

development planning, museum design brief and upgrading emergency exit signage aboard Diamantina.   

 

Work continues on the proposed upgrade of the Museum and we have had a number of meetings with 

government officers.  At this point in time I’m unable to convey much news.  We are working with the design 

team on concepts, feasibility and preliminary design all under the umbrella of the process the State has put in 

place.   I would anticipate that we should be able to provide members with a briefing in the not too distant 

future. 

 

After a long wait while a Land Management Plan was prepared and processes followed the Museum has 

obtained a 10 year lease from BCC which will expire in 2020. 

 

The Board has adopted a new Strategic Plan for the period 2016-22 which encompasses the proposed 

development project.  The four key strategic goals are as follows: 



 We will care for, share, research and develop a world-class collection; 

 We will partner, support and engage with our community on-site, off-site and online to inspire a 

passion for lifelong learning, and be a valued community resource; 

 We will be a sustainable business that will secure and improve our financial position, maintain and 

develop fit for purpose spaces and operate sustainably; and 

 We will be outward-looking and inclusive, driven by the needs of the communities we serve following 

our core mission and vision statements, and build and sustain a culture of collaboration and 

partnership. 

 

Website and Social Media. 

QMM has a Facebook and Instagram presence on social media.  As an organisation we have a Social Media 

Policy to guide its use.  If you have some interesting images or stories please don’t hesitate to join the 

discussion.   Thank you to our volunteers who are looking after social media and the web-site. 

 

Three students from Southbank Institute have undertaken a project as part of their studies to upgrade part of 

our web-site.  It is nearing completion and will allow us to accept online bookings for Pirate Week and online 

renewal of membership. 

 

Vale John Lazenby 

It is with regret that I advise of the passing of John Lazenby who had been an active volunteer at QMM for 

many years until about 2009.   John was the Chief Engineer of Forceful taking over that role from Alec Innes.  

In his younger days John had been an engineer aboard Orient Line passenger ships and in more recent times 

had been Engineer of the ferries operating to Stradbroke Island.   He described himself as a ‘belts and braces’ 

engineer and this was reflected in his thoroughness of work aboard Forceful.  John also served for many years 

on the Museum’s management committee.   

 

Function and Events 

Please mark a couple special events and functions in your diary as per the Date Claimers.   Russell Twomey 

has a great presentation on the pirates of 1500 to 1700, as will the interview of Esme Lucas-Havens on her 

participation in the regatta for Columbus rediscovering the Americas in 1492..   

 

The Australian Commando Association of Queensland will be holding a service of Commemoration at QMM 

on Sunday 10 July for the men who lost their lives during Operation Rimau (WW2).  His Excellency Paul De 

Jersey AC, Governor of Queensland, will be the guest of honour.  The service commences at 1040 and QMM 

members are welcome to attend. 

  

Regards 

Ian Jempson 

 

Volunteers and Members 
Thank you to our long-serving volunteers and welcome aboard to our new volunteers and members.  QMM 

continues to deliver a high quality visitor experience and that is a credit to everybody involved throughout the 

Museum, whether serving customers or working behind the scenes in the engineroom. 

 

We occasionally are having difficulty with our weekend rosters and would appreciate any assistance with 

volunteers on these days.  The weekends are our busiest days and are vital to our operation.  Thank you to 

those who contribute their time on the weekends especially our Duty Managers. Thank you to all our 

members and volunteers for your support and excellent contribution to the Museum’s operation. 

 

Forceful  
Recent work on board Forceful has seen the timbers of the boat deck (port side) removed to assist with 

refurbishment of this area.  The Upper and Lower Wheelhouse had been removed and craned ashore, it is now 

located in the Wooden Boat workshop area for extensive repair and restoration by the Team in Wooden Boats. 

The wheel house has been taken off to permit the replacement of the Boat Deck which is leaking quite 

severely into the Saloon. A great deal of work is ahead of the small team of dedicated Forceful Volunteers in 



this task. When this work is completed, new interpretation signs and a touch screen display are scheduled to 

be installed in the Saloon to improve the visitor experience and to tell the Forceful Story in all its Glory. 

 

Friends of Forceful has agreed to donate funds to assist with this restoration work and on behalf of QMM’s 

members I extend our thanks to the members of FoF. 

 

Diamantina  
A near miss safety incident involving a visitor last year prompted a safety review of the ship.  As a result the 

netting around the ship has been replaced and in a number of areas the top guard rail has been raised.  Thank 

you to the team who have been involved in this very extensive and important task. 

 

A grant has been secured from the Gambling Fund to enable the installation of emergency exit lighting in the 

ship and work has started on that project which should be completed in the next couple of months. The 

refurbishment of the ship’s bridge has been completed to a very high standard.   A project is now well 

advanced to re-paint the aft gun turret and fabricate ready-use ammunition lockers. 

 

For many years a serious corrosion problem has existed in the keel at the ship’s stern.   Over the past few 

months a small team has worked to fabricate and weld a shoe over a length of approximately 10m of the keel.  

This is of great importance as it has now sealed a hole into the aft ballast tank that has existed since the 1990s 

and allowed that tank to fill when the dock has flooded.  

 

Wooden boats  
The wood working craftsmen have been busy with a wide range of activities.  Restoration of a small boat for 

the Manly Sea Scouts is continuing.  In February/March the team fabricated a replica of the bow of the Titanic 

for use in a comedy performance at the Brisbane Comedy Festival.   The show will again be presented at the 

Powerhouse later this year.  

 

The Forceful Wheelhouse repairs are underway.  The last dinghy built by Barney Meyer (1899 – 1990) has 

been donated to QMM and is being prepared for display.  Barney was a self-taught boat builder in 

Maryborough and probably built over 100 craft. 

 

Grounds 

The grounds are in excellent shape ready for the summer growth and the team involved in this important task 

are thanked. 

 

Library and Archive 
The document collection forms an important part of our mission and a team of volunteers are working very 

diligently through the process of cataloguing this collection to a very high standard.  While our facilities are 

not the best much work continues with this collection to care for it and improve the storage arrangements. 

 

Safety  

There has been good attention to safe work practices at QMM for which thanks are extended.  That said – we 

all need to be vigilant and watch out for each other. 

 

Annual safety refreshers were conducted recently.  Approximately 50% of our working volunteers still need 

to undertake this refresher.  Alan has prepared two different versions; one for volunteers performing low risk 

activities and one for volunteers performing high risk activities.  Please speak with Alan to arrange your 

annual safety refresher.  

 

An external audit has been conducted of the Museum’s asbestos management plan and register.   

 

Our Emergency Management Committee has been reviewing emergency procedures and planning across the 

Museum site.  An important part of our emergency management is the conduct of evacuation drills which we 

need to conduct on a regular basis. 

 

 

 



Membership 

 

We have passed 400 members once again. This is the time of year when new members get the additional 

benefit of their membership expiring in September 2017.  So if you know anyone who may be interested let 

them know now is the best time to join. 
 

 

 Happy Volunteering till the next  edition of Scuttlebutt 


