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The 10th November 2016 was the 10th
Anniversary of the completion of the South
Brisbane Graving Dock replacement Caisson.
The story of the new replacement should
begin with a little history of the original
Wrought Iron Caisson which was built in 1880
in the excavated dock site, and made
watertight before the natural rock and earth
wall along the river bank was removed.
The Caisson was built by Smellie & Co. which
was one of Queensland’s earliest foundries.

They were located in Edward Street,
Brisbane. The sluice valves and casings
were fabricated in Maryborough.
The Caisson became the important tool in
the dock’s operation and it could float and
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was built like a ship and even had iron
ballast.
Before the Cairnscross Dry Dock was
completed in 1944, the maintenance on the
Caisson was carried out on Peters Slip at
Kangaroo Point. It remained in service until
1998 when it failed and allowed water to
flood into the dock. A replacement system
was urgently needed and with consultants

Sinclair Knight Merz, the process began with inspections, surveys and discussions with the various
government departments. Finally in July 2005, the approval was signed off and tenders called for
the removal of the existing structure and replacement with a concrete unit. The Engineering
tender design called for segmented precast concrete beams which would be then stacked to
make a waterproof wall replacing the original Caison. This proved to be a difficult design as no
company could provide the exact sealing measurements called for on the interlocking faces. As
one of QMMA directors at the time Felix Scudamore was a civil engineer and a good friend of John
Hull, [John Hull Holdings] they were able to provide a design solution which was adopted for the
project. This design alone , saved the Queensland Government a large amount of money.

On the pages following we have put together a photographic timeline of
the replacement of the Caisson.
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Timeline –Caisson Replacement
Stage
1

Activity
Sign off for start of Project
by J F Hull Holdings
Brisbane. Work
commences on the
removal of the old
Caisson, mainly at low tide

2

Gradual removal of the
sections

3

A supporting Frame Work
and Lifting Beam installed
across dock entry and
above the Caisson. It was
to be used to lift the
structure free for
demolition.
Initial lifting efforts failed.
Divers and compressed air
jetting was then used to
attempt to loosen the
lower section from the
dock sill. Both lifting and
jetting activities proved to
be unsuccessful.
Lifting gear removed.
Work continues on the
manual removal of the old
Caisson to as low as
possible. The other
problem was that time
was running out for the
very high Spring Tides to
remove Diamantina from
the dock. A decision was
taken to float the ship out
over the top of the
remains of the Caisson’s
keel.
Mar.2006.On the most
suitable high tide for keel
clearance, Diamantina is
floated out and secured
beside the Museum
wharf.

4

5

6

Photos
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7

Coffer Dam now installed
on the river side of the
dock entrance.

8

External pumps used to
empty the dock.

9

With the dock empty, a
large capacity mobile
crane is used to finally
remove the old keel and
frame.

10

External pumps used to
clean up the dock and the
mud silt on the dock floor.

11

Work commences on the
construction of the lower
section of the new
concrete wall section
beside the workshop area.

12

The new Keel blocks are
manufactured beside the
car park by the volunteers
and the contractor. They
are then lowered into
place to suit Diamantina.
A cradle was fabricated
for Carpentaria and
installed on the dock
floor.
Dock flooded and external
Coffer Dam wall removed.
Light Ship Carpentaria and
Diamantina repositioned
in the dock.

13
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14

Coffer Dam wall installed
and the water pumped
out by hire pumps. The
Caisson sill area cleaned
ready for new wall.

15

New Lower section of
concrete wall lowered
into place and work
begins to complete upper
sections.

16

The fabrication of the new
wall was done in situ.

17

New wall secured to
existing dock sides.

18

On 21stNov.2006, the
official opening of the
new replacement Caisson
by the Hon. Robert
Schwarten MP, Minister of
Public works, took place in
the presence of the Hon.
Anna Bligh, Deputy
Premier and Member for
South Brisbane.

The remains of the original Caisson and how it has been preserved by volunteers
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Early History
The Whaling Industry of Norfolk Island
By QMM Member Keith Boulton

In 1808, Captain Mayhew Folger of the Topaz, an
American whaler, discovered the presence of the
remaining Bounty mutineers, their wives and
families on Pitcairn Island. On June 8th 1856, this
group, the “Pitcairners,” consisting of 194 people,
arrived at a new homeland on Norfolk Island
aboard the Morayshire after a journey of 4250
miles [6839 km].

Map - Whale processing areas - 1956 Cascade.
1880-1940’s Ball Bay.

After they arrived, the American whalers helped
the Norfolk Islanders start their own whaling
operations.
From this humble beginning, Norfolk Island
whaling began and in November 1864 it was being
reported by the NSW press. During those early
days, the press reports continued about Norfolk
Island which had become a stop-over for the
American Whalers either on the way south or returning home.
By August 1887, the whaling at Norfolk Island was turning out very well as the
Humpback Whales travelled very close to the island. The local boats would go out for
four and a half days, and capture and land four whales, which yielded about 17 tons
of whale oil. Sometimes when thick clouds obscured the starlight, bonfires were lit
on the cliffs to guide a boat home.

1900-Whaling at Ball Bay
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Whale processing –Ball Bay

The processing was carried out at Ball Bay, where the whale bodies were dragged up
onto the rocky beach and cut up. The whale oil was extracted from the blubber by
way of the old iron cooking cauldrons. These were remnants from the convict days
and were heated by wood fires. The oil salvaged was stored in 400 gallon steel tanks
and later transferred to barrels for export.
The industry in 1887 consisted of three groups– two small boat companies each with
three boats, and one large company with four boats. Each boat had a crew of six and
used only primitive hand harpoon equipment. In December of that year, the first
fatalities were reported in the Auckland Weekly News. One fatality was from a
flensing accident while cutting up a whale, and the other when a captured whale
smashed a boat and one of the crew passed away while awaiting rescue at sea.
The 1888 whaling season resulted in 12 whales captured, which yielded about 43 or
44 tons of oil. The whaling at Norfolk Island in 1890 was one of the most successful
seasons on record. Up to the 1st November, 27 whales had been captured and
landed, making approximately a little over 100 tons of oil. In just two weeks, from
the 8th to 20th October, eight whales were taken, making upwards of 40 tons. Three
of these whales were exceptionally large with one being nine tons and the other two
eight tons each.
By September 1893, there were four parties engaged in whaling at Norfolk Island,
and the season proved to be a lucrative one. Whales were seen in large numbers
breaching in the vicinity of the island, and the eight boats engaged in the business
had some good hauls. That year one whaleboat was smashed to small pieces by a
whale, while another boat lost about 70 fathoms of line.
Using a Darting Gun Lance

To increase their capture rate, one of the boat
companies used a newly designed Bomb Gun or
Darting Gun Lance. These were beginning to be
used by the American crews in the Arctic but were
prone to accidents and fatalities of the crews. In
some cases, the bomb went off in the whale while
the boats were alongside, as happened in 1909.
Between 1925 and 1928 the industry began to fail
due to the lack of whales travelling close by the
island.

1938 saw a revival of the whaling industry with a
new whaling company started and three fullymanned boats put out to sea in an endeavour to
capture whales. For the want of the necessary
capital, old fashioned methods such as throwing
the harpoon by hand were still in use. During three weeks, three whales were caught
and landed, which yielded approximately 12 tons of oil. The Industry was hoping to
make sufficient profit that season to finance the purchase of a suitable launch and
up-to-date equipment, which would greatly facilitate future operations.
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The whale boats used in 1938-39 were now based on the American “New Bedford
Design”. The boats’ names were Lanic, Gwendoline and Advance. These boats were
sometimes dragged about ten miles out to sea by the harpooned whale. A long row
back was then the task for the crew with their captured kill. In 1950, the processing
plant at Ball Bay caught fire and burnt down and the cause was unknown.
New Bedford design Whaleboat

Boat remains at Kingston, Norfolk Island.

[From the New Bedford Whaling Museum-USA]

The early Norfolk Island whaling industry was always fraught with danger and hard
work and gradually declined. From 1877 to 1909 six crew men had perished and six
boats were smashed or sunk in encounters with captured whales. With the advent of
technology a new era began in 1956.

Remnants of the Whaling Industry on display at the N. I. Folk Museum
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A New Era Begins
1956- Norfolk Island Whaling Factory-Cascade
Bay

In August 1956, with a quota of 120
whales, the season commenced utilizing
the whale chaser Byrond I which was
owned by Norfolk Island and Byron Bay
Whaling Co. Ltd.
She was an ex-Fairmile, WW2 wooden
patrol boat and fitted with a whale gun
harpoon on its bow; a big improvement
on the early whale catching days.

The new era of whaling at Norfolk
Island is closely linked to the formation
of the Bryon Bay Whaling Company
which had a major interest in the
Anderson Meat Industry company and
formed in 1954. In 1955, the Anderson
Meat Industry company formed
Norfolk Island Whaling, trading as
Byron Bay Whaling and commenced
the construction of a Whaling station at
Cascade Bay, Norfolk Island.
Byrond I in Ballina
QMM Photo

On 28th August 1956, Anderson Meat
Industry Ltd was sold to the Byron
Whaling Co. Pty. Ltd. and Norfolk
Whaling Co. Ltd. for £320,000. Later that year, Norfolk Island and Byron Bay Whaling
Co. Ltd ownership transferred to an affiliated company, Pacific Sea Products Inc. of
San Francisco, USA which had an interest in frozen whale meat. The company
reached its 1956 yearly quota by 27th October.
In December 1956, an inspection of the whaling station was part of the itinerary for
Queen Elizabeth II and the Duke of Edinburgh during the island’s royal visit.
1957 Cascade Bay-Whaling Station showing
ramps from the shore,
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For the start of the 1957 season and to
increase its whale catching capacity, a
larger vessel the Norfolk Whaler arrived
at Norfolk. She had been leased from
North Coast Whaling Pty of Ballina and
had been fitted out with the harpoon
gun from the Byrond I which had become
a support vessel back at Byron Bay. The
Norfolk Whaler was assisted by two 30ft
whale spotters, Kingston Whaler and
Cascade Whaler. Both vessels were built
at Ballina by Ballina Slipway.

These wooden hulled whale chasers were completely different from the
conventional steel hull vessels in use at Tangalooma and Albany.
The Byrond 1 and Byrond II were purchased around 1955. These RAN Fairmile patrol
boats were built in NSW in 1943/44. Their dimensions were: Length-112 ft. [34 m],
Beam-17 ft. 10 ins. [5.45m], Draft-7.0 ft. [1.47 m], Net Tons-113. They were originally
fitted with twin Hall Scott Defender V12 petrol engines of 650 h p @1050 rpm and a
top speed of 20 knots.
As whale chasers, the engines had been replaced in both boats with two Gray
Marine 6 cylinder Diesels. The Gray Marine [GM] 2 stroke diesels were the alternate
to the marine version of the General Motors Detroit Diesel 6-71 engine of 230 h p @
2100 rpm. Their top speed was 16 knots.
The Norfolk Whaler began life as the Santa Cruz and was built at the shipyards of
Ernest Wright and Sons in Tuncurry, NSW. The wooden hull construction was
commenced in 1946 and she was finally launched in September1954. Her history
after the launching is a little cloudy.
She appears to have sat in limbo in Ballina for quite some time. It has been
suggested that the original owners may have been unable to meet the costs of
outfitting and it remained on the Ballina Slipway for a protracted period as a result.
In 1957 she was converted to a whale chaser at the Ballina Slipways under the
ownership of North Coast Whaling
1957-Norfolk Whaler at Ballina [then Santa
Pty Ltd., 20 Grosvenor St., Sydney
Cruz] 16032625081_
which was also an affiliate of Ballina
Slipways Engineering, the business
name of S. G. White Pty Ltd.
Her dimensions: Length: 119.95 ft.
[36.27 m] Breadth: 22.6 ft. [6.88 m],
Depth: 10.15 ft. [3.04m], Gross tons:
217.47 tons net tons: 91.43. Her
original engines were 2 x GM diesels
@ 440 hp.
The whale quotas varied according to the
Government’s decision.
1956=150, 1957-58 = 120, 1959-62 = 170
But by the 1962 season only four whales had been
caught. On the 8th August 1962, the whaling at
Norfolk Island came to an end. The total whale
catch over the seven years was 884.
The Norfolk Island and Byron Bay Whaling Co.
Limited went into liquidation and was de-listed on
7th January 1963. Over the next few years the
whaling station and its infrastructure was
gradually demolished. All that remains today is
the digester along with some of the concrete
pads.
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Norfolk Whaler of Norfolk Island
nla.obj-137869793-1

2010 Cascade Beach towards factory site

2010 Cascade Beach and the remains of the
processing Digester

2007 CL photo

2007 CL photo

So what happened to the whale chasers?
The Norfolk Whaler was sold to S.G. White Pty Ltd [Ballina Slipway Engineering] in
1964. In 1965 The Commonwealth Government purchased her for converting to a
PNG Merchant Seamen training vessel and renamed her Arcturus. It is understood
she was re-engined with Gardner diesels and eventually based in Rabaul but was
never really used for the purpose intended and received minimal maintenance.
In 1970 she was offered for sale in Madang and purchased by Lutheran Shipping, a
Madang shipping company. They stripped her of all machinery and disposed of the
hull but reconditioned and recycled the two 6L3 Gardner diesel engines.
History Remembered- First Day Cover 16th August 2010
The History of Whaling 1856-1962
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The Whaling Industry of Byron Bay, NSW
By QMM Member Keith Boulton
The story of whaling at Byron Bay is quite complex and includes the background of
the Meat Industry, the Bryon Bay wharf and rail line, the changing Whaling Company
ownership, the different methods used to catch and process the whales and finally,
the link to Norfolk Island Whaling. All of which had key parts to play in the
establishment of the Whaling Industry at Byron Bay.
2004 Map Byron Bay

The Meat Industry
The whaling station was located at
Byron Bay which was also the site
of the Abattoir. The meatworks at
Byron Bay has a special place in
history, not just for its valuable real
estate of six acres beside the main
beach of the famous northern NSW
town, but also for its association
with the whaling industry. In 1912
the Byron Bay Co-operative
1937-article 94706742-3-003
Canning and Freezing Company
Limited was established at the southern end of the town's main beach. The plant
was running just three months later at a cost of £4500 - a significant blowout on the
tender price of £3050. The war years guaranteed a market for its product, but
despite a shortage of livestock in the early years, it had 100 hands processing around
100 head daily by 1919. It closed later that year and languished until sold to Norco in
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1927 and was then leased to the export meat processor A.W. Anderson, later
Anderson Meat Industries Ltd.
The company installed new machinery, refrigeration and a freezer and promoted the
plant widely to attract livestock for processing and transport to the Sydney
Wholesale Markets. Its reopening in June 1930 was seen as a vote of confidence in
Byron Bay in the dark days of the Depression. Anderson's later gained access to the
UK, and then the US in the 1960s, when it again rebuilt the plant at a cost of over
$500,000.
The owner of A.W. Anderson was Alfred William Anderson. In 1925 to overcome the
wholesalers' monopoly at Pyrmont, Sydney, he developed meat-chilling at rural
Byron Bay for the Sydney market, leasing premises and improvising rolling-stock by
packing ice into ordinary railway vans. During the Depression he developed the veal
trade on the NSW North coast. In 1953 a holding company, Andersons Meat
Industries Ltd. was formed. Alfred William Anderson passed away in 1956.
Town Wharf/Jetty/Rail Connection
To assist the meat industry, the NSW government built the town wharf/jetty in 1929
off the main beach. It was situated approximately 100 metres west of Don Street. It
was 670 metres long, and had twin rail lines and cranes at the end. They were used
to load ships with railway sleepers and other goods. The rail line connected with the
main line to Sydney/Murwillumbah and a rail siding into the abattoir.
As well, an earlier local train service,
1950 Wharf and fishing boats
known as the Byron Bay Tram
conveyed passengers from about 1928
until about 1954, between the Bryon
Bay railway station and the "new jetty"
where connections were made with
passenger carrying ships of the North
Coast Steam Navigation Company. The
Byron Bay Tram used a Simplex Petrol
Locomotive, locally known as the
"Green Frog", and used two carriages.
The Simplex was built in Bedford
England and went into service in 1923 shunting freight to and from the "old" jetty
adjacent to the township and then to the "new" jetty to the north when it was
completed in 1928.
However, in June 1948 a complex cyclonic system moved down the coast and the
wharf/jetty was badly damaged and its remnants had to be removed. The remainder
of the new jetty was re-decked.
This event was to be repeated in 1954 in mid-February with another Cyclone
[T.C.147].The outer section of the jetty was swept away taking with it all 22 vessels
comprising the fishing fleet. The sea broke through and flooded parts of the town in
Byron Bay. The NSW Public Works Department decided against funding repairs, but
the structure continued in use after it was leased in its damaged state to the newly-
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established Byron Whaling Company Pty Ltd. This facility would prove to be a future
valuable asset for the whaling industry.
The formation of the Whaling Industry
The Byron Whaling Company had its origins in 1951 when a group of Inverell businessmen
tried to float a public company - Byron Whaling Company Ltd. The company purchased land
for the factory site in very close proximity to the Byron Bay deep sea jetty and rail facilities.
1952 Bryon Bay Whaling Processing building

They received the allotment of
whales that would be permitted
to be taken and proposed to
treat 100 humpback whales
each season. In August 1952,
due to the non-starting of
whaling, the quota was reduced
by 100 whales and that number
transferred to Tangalooma in
Moreton Bay.

However by 8 January 1953, the
share float was undersubscribed and investor’s
monies were repaid. Later in
1953, a new private company,
1952-16757436246_4271a41a39_b
Byron Whaling Co. Pty. Ltd. was
formed and the company
started construction of whaling facilities at Byron Bay on 24 May 1954. A Lismore
company, R. and B. Constructions Pty. Ltd. was contracted to build the station near
the jetty. Expectations were to have the first portion of the work completed by the
time the season opened. The whaling station was built next to the meat works and
handy to the railway line.
On 3 July 1954, Anderson Meat Industries Ltd acquired the Byron Whaling Co Pty.
Ltd., Byron Bay. The new identity was granted a quota of 120 whales with the
expected operations nearing readiness. The whales were to be treated for their oil
while the residue was converted to whale meat meal which would be sold for stock
feed. No new capital was needed to finance the acquisition, which was made from
the company's resources.
In July 1954, the licence was granted for 120 whales /season and the first whale was
captured on 29 July. The official season was from 1st May to 31st October. In 1954 the
whale quota increased to 150 per season.
The capture and processing
The Vessels
As the migrating whales travelled fairly close to the shore, the concept for catching
and harvesting the whales was based on the use of two small, fast ex WW2 wooden
patrol boats each fitted with a whale harpoon gun. Both vessels were purchased
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around 1955.These two wooden hull whale chasers were completely different from
the conventional steel hull vessels in use at Tangalooma and Albany.
The RAN Fairmile patrol boats were built in NSW in 1943/44.
Their dimensions were: Length-112 ft. [34 m], Beam-17 ft. 10 ins. [5.45m], Draft-7.0
ft. [1.47 m], Net Tons-113. They were originally fitted with twin Hall Scott Defender
V12 petrol engines of 650 h p @1050 rpm with a top speed of 20 knots.
As whale chasers, the engines had been replaced in both boats with two Gray
Marine Diesels 2 x 6 Cylinders, Gray Marine [GM] 2 stroke diesels. This was a marine
version of the General Motors Detroit Diesel 6-71 engine of 230 h p @ 2100 rpm.
Their top speed was 16 knots.
Fairmile ML 814 wearing her distinctive
disruptive pattern camouflage

An example of a whale harpoon gun

RAN Photo

At the start of 1954 and up to 1956, Byrond I was used as the main whale chaser and
Byrond II as a reserve. In 1956 Byrond I collided with a charging whale on 28 June
and was repaired at Ballina in time to commence the work at Norfolk Island on 18
August, and finished the season on 27October.
At the start of 1957, a new strategy was used with a larger whale chaser, the Norfolk
Whaler. She was owned by North Coast Whaling Pty Ltd and was sent to operate in
the first two months of the 1957 season at Norfolk Island and return to Byron Bay.
Supported by Byrond II, they captured 120 whales in just over a month. The Norfolk
Whaler then returned to Norfolk Island to complete their quota within two weeks.
From 1957 to 1960, Byron II was the main whale catcher at Byron Bay. It is
understood that when Byrond II was sold, the whale harpoon gun was transferred to
Byrond I and she became the main chaser up until 1962.
Once a whale was harpooned, it was tied to the side of the boat and the fins, or
'flukes', would be cut off and jettisoned. Air was then pumped into the whale's belly
to make it float and it was secured to the boats and towed back to the town wharf.
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Byrond I at Ballina

1956 Byrond II in action

QMM Photo

Processing
On reaching the town wharf, the whale carcass was winched onto rail wagons and
shunted by the Simplex Petrol Locomotive to the nearby abattoir. A special flensing
deck was constructed there, beside the rail siding. The carcass was then winched
onto the deck for processing,
Bryon Bay Wharf- Carcass Lifting
Gear

A whale carcass after being
transferred to the flensing deck

Historic Practice. Whaling in Byron
Bay in the 1960s – a whale ready for
transport by rail.

r1257769_16817243

LNS_05-042014_BIG_READ_01_LIS051011

nla.obj-148439707-1
Byron Bay Wharf- Travelling to shore

“Even the town turned out to see it happening”

ea. 015974-6955

2114937

“Two whales at Byron Bay Whaling Station next to the abattoir in Byron Bay, one ready for flensing.
Large crowds gathered to watch whenever whales were caught and processed” – Courtesy Time &
Tide/Byron Bay Historical Society,
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Changing companies and ownership.
In 1955, Anderson Meat Industries Ltd formed a new company, Norfolk Island
Whaling Co. trading as Byron Bay Whaling. This then was the beginning of the
Whaling Industry at Norfolk Island where a whaling station was also constructed at
Cascade Bay.
On 28 August 1956, Anderson Meat Industries Ltd. sold Byron Whaling Co. Pty. Ltd.
and Norfolk Whaling Co. Ltd. for £320,000. The buyer was a newly listed public
company, Norfolk Island and Byron Bay Whaling Co. Ltd. The newly formed company
had made a public issue of 420,000, £1 shares. Norfolk Island and Byron Bay Whaling
Co. Ltd was also an affiliate of Pacific Sea Products Inc. of San Francisco which traded
in frozen whale meat. In 1957 Bryon Bay Whaling exported 150 tons of frozen whale
meat to the USA from Brisbane.
1960 Norfolk Whaler in Ballina

By 13 September 1957, the public issue of
417,497 £1 shares in Norfolk Island and
Byron Bay Whaling Co. Ltd. opened and
closed, as it was oversubscribed. Around
this time, it would appear that another
company was created in Ballina and traded
as North Coast Whaling Pty Ltd.

Ownership of North Coast Whaling Pty Ltd
appears to have been closely allied to
Ballina Slipway and Engineering, the
business name of S. G. White Pty Ltd. The
company had purchased and converted
the Santa Cruz into a new whaler, the
Norfolk Whaler. She was fitted out with
the whale harpoon gun transferred from
Byrond I at Ballina. Byrond I would be used
QMM Photo
as a reserve vessel. Both vessels were
contracted/leased from North Coast
Whaling Pty Ltd. 1957 also saw the Norfolk Island industry reach it first quota of 150
whales by 27 October.
In 1958 Byrond II was sold to North Coast Whaling Pty Ltd, Ballina and it is
understood that she was leased back to Norfolk Island and Byron Bay Whaling Co.
Ltd. As Byrond II was sold in August 1960 to Clifton Pickering, it would appear that
the Norfolk Whaler and Byrond I were the remaining whale catching fleet for both
Byron Bay and Norfolk Island. The whale quota for 1959 was still maintained at 150
whales during a season of 56 days, each whale yielding an average of 9.7 tons of oil.
The end of the industry came in October 1962. Despite a longer season of 144 days,
only 107 whales were taken, with an average oil yield of only 5.9 tons. A decline in
the price of oil compounded the company’s problems. The Byron Bay whaling
industry ended after only eight years of operation and 996 whales captured.
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Summary of companies and the changing ownerships
Date
Company Name
Activity
Jun. 1951 Bryon Bay Whaling
Company Floated
Jan. 1952 Bryon Bay Whaling.
Float failed/ Monies
returned.
1953
Byron Whaling Co.
New company formed.
Pty. Ltd.
Jul.1954
Byron Whaling Co.
Purchased by Anderson
Pty. Ltd.
Meat Industries Ltd.
1955
Norfolk Island
Whaling established at
Whaling t/a Byron Bay Norfolk Island.
Whaling formed.
Aug.1956 Byron Whaling Co.
Sold by Anderson Meat
Pty. Ltd. and Norfolk
Industries Ltd.
Whaling Co. Ltd.
Sept.1956 Norfolk Island and
Now a public company
Byron Bay Whaling
Shares over subscribed.
Co. Ltd.

1957

End of the whaling
Industry.

Jan 1963

The Norfolk Island
and Byron Bay
Whaling Co. Limited.

Is an affiliate of
Pacific Sea
Products Inc. of
San Francisco.
North Coast
Whaling Pty Ltd of
Ballina formed.
North Coast
Whaling Pty Ltd
buys and leases
vessels to Norfolk
Island and Byron
Bay Whaling Co.
Ltd
North Coast
Whaling Pty Ltd
closes and sells its
assets.

1957-58

1962

Other

Went into liquidation
and was de-listed.

Epilogue
The Vessels.
Byrond I
In 1963 Byrond I was sold to Australasian Hydrographic Services in Sydney and was
refitted as a survey vessel at the Ballina Slipway, being renamed HVA Uma in 1964.
She was destroyed in Darwin as the result of Cyclone Tracy in December 1974.
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Byrond II
May 1961 Byrond II was sold to Reef and Island Cruises, Mackay.
August 1962
Sold to Raymond George German, Sarina.
March 1965
Sold to Silverwater Reef Pty Ltd, Mackay.
1965
Name changed to ROYLEN GT.
Norfolk Whaler
1962 Sold to S G White in Ballina
1966 Sold to the Commonwealth Government. Converted and renamed Arcturus
for PNG Merchant Seamen Training and based in Rabaul
1970 Sold to Lutheran Shipping and scrapped in Madang.
The Meat Works
Anderson Meat Industries eventually sold the works to FJ Walker in 1968. FJ Walker
was taken over by Elders IXL in 1983 and they closed the plant amid the ensuing
rationalisation with the loss of 360 jobs. The plant had been marginal for years, but
the closure caused genuine hardship for employees with few employment
alternatives.
Rail Line and Shunting Engine - the Murwillumbah railway line closed in 2004. The
siding to the wharf and meat works were both removed after that. The jetty and
meat works were both demolished circa 1984.
The Simplex locomotive [the Green Frog] used during the whaling period continued
to work as a shunting loco moving livestock to the meat works as well as mineral
sands and meat wagons to the station for onward
movement. It regularly shunted Norco and other
1983 Andersons Meat Works
railway vans, and between these duties ran the
passenger tramway until the coastal passenger
shipping service finished. It was retired in 1984
when the meat works closed and is now stored in a
shed near the Kendall Street level crossing under the
care of volunteers and the Byron Bay Council.
The Wharf/Jetty
The wharf from which the Whaling Industry
operated received further damage in storms in
1963. In 1970 the Wharf was declared unsafe by
NSW Public Works and was closed to the public. It
was demolished to the beach level in 1972, and the
remnants removed in 1989.
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Fireball – Great Expectations (Sail 12761)
Ian Jempson
Great Expectations was built in Melbourne by
craftsman boat builder, Paul Brookes in 1982
to compete in the World Titles of that year
which were conducted at Glenelg in South
Australia. In 1983 she was purchased by
Robert Heiner who brought her to
Queensland. Her home club became Lake
Cootharaba Sailing Club where she was sailed
consistently until 2006. She won a number of
Queensland Championships and competed in
numerous Australian Championships.
Queensland Championships won were:
1983 Robert Heiner & Andy Duffield
1984 Robert Heiner & Greg Mallett
1985 Robert Heiner & Greg Mallett

1986 Robert Heiner & Greg Mallett
1998 Tom Woodford & Scott Dyer
2001 Scott Dyer & Ben Tucker

History
Fireball's beginnings lie in the North American AClass scows that had attracted the interest of
Peter Milne, a British boat designer. After a
number of years of planning, Peter built the first
Fireball, with the sponsorship of his employers,
Norris Brothers, in a barn in Sussex, UK, during
the winter of 1961/2.
The pre-production prototype, these days known
as Fireball '0' and resting in the UK's National
Maritime Museum, was tested with and without
trapeze but not, as far as is known with a
spinnaker, although there is no doubt Peter had
that option very much in mind from the outset.
The unusual design attracted immediate interest but it was Fireball's sailing
performance that quickly turned heads. Sailed without a trapeze, Fireball produced
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a sparkling performance once the wind increased
and was clearly faster boat-for-boat than
established dinghies of a similar size.
Despite being designed very much with amateur
construction in mind, the earliest Fireballs were
built professionally by Jack Chippendale and, a
little later, Plycraft. However, amateur-built hulls
soon emerged from garages and living rooms and remained a feature of the class for
many decades. Initial growth in numbers was driven by the UK swiftly followed by
Ireland and France.
Use of a trapeze was permitted from 1965 during which year sail numbers reached
1,000. The inaugural world championship, held in the UK, followed in 1966 the same
year as a prototype GRP hull, built by Jack Chippendale, was launched. The next five
years saw Fireballs produced at great pace and the introduction of a spinnaker from
1969 fuelled numbers further.
Sail numbers reached 5,000 in 1970 and, with Fireballs now sailed all around the
world, international status was conferred upon the class in that year. At the same
time, the need for worldwide administration of the class was recognised and Fireball
International was constituted. This provided further impetus for growth and by 1973
Fireball was being sailed in 68 countries and two years later the 10,000 th sail number
was issued.
The J.A.V. Castle Trophy, named for the Association’s first President, has been
competed for annually since 1965-66.
The pace of growth started to slow in from the late 1970s for a number of reasons,
but the class retained a strength in depth that continues to this day. This is partly
due to a basic hull shape that has remained relatively constant given fairly tight
measurement tolerances. A Fireball built in 1962 remains outwardly very similar to
one built 50 years later. There have been many variations of rig and cockpit layout,
although construction materials have been tightly controlled but not to the degree
that risked the future of the class.
Fibreglass hull construction started in Australia from the
early 80's. These boats looked spectacular but lacked a little
in strength. A rule change in the early 90's made FRP
construction simpler and stronger, leading to new moulds
being produced in the United Kingdom, Australia and
Switzerland. Since that date, hulls have been produced with
a fairly consistent design to measurements that, with the
benefit of half a century's experience, are judged
optimal. However, the freedom of choice in rigs is such that
sailors of varying builds can race successfully against each
other.
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Through the enthusiasm of her many fans, Fireball has reached her 50 th birthday in
great shape, with over 15,000 examples built. For the club sailor, she remains the
most popular of all traditional single trapeze, symmetric spinnaker classes and yet
she continues to attract the attention of the established stars of the dinghy sailing
world. Over-arching all of this, the Fireball Class has a long standing reputation for
being a friendly class where newcomers are welcomed and sailors of all standards
are encouraged to get on the water and join in.
Development in Australia
Dick Manson launched the first Australian
Fireball early in 1963 in Sydney. At the
same time Edwin Storr in Tasmania had
started building six boats with a group that
was to become the start of the newlyformed National Association. Early in 1964
the Vick brothers convinced Sydney boat
builder Eddie Brewer to take up the first
Fireball building licence in Australia. The
Vicks bought his first boat and many others
followed. Within three years there were a
remarkable number of boats being sailed
on inland lakes in NSW and Victoria.
In 1965 the National status was transferred
from Tasmania to the Association in Sydney
and the first major championship was held.
The class was established in Victoria in
1966 and an Australian competed in the
th
Fireball Worlds in England coming 10 . By 1968 there were over 150 boats in 5
States and Sir Edgar Tanner (Victorian politician, sports administrator and former
president of the Australian Olympic Federation) consented to become Patron of the
Class in Australia.
In 1970 the Class achieved National Status and with 430 boats it was the largest
international class in Australia.
Doug Chetwynd and Murray Dyer of Lake Cootharaba Sailing Club provided the
following information. Murray and Doug are past Commodores of the Lake
Cootharaba Sailing Club just north of Noosa where this boat has campaigned for
many years. It finished its last race there in 2006.
The boat has been fully restored to near original condition and has not been put in
the water since the restoration was completed by Doug. There is a full rig including
numerous sails in very good condition and mast that go along with the boat. The
boat is constructed entirely of red cedar with inlay of light ash timber. No expense
was spared by the original owner at the time of her construction.
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Enlistments
Meaghan Crawford
Leo Sines

Yasmin Hines
Christopher ( Jack) Watson

Lachlan Murray

Honorary Members
Peter Brennan
Harry Bradley
Jack Duvoisin
George Gee
John (Jack) Hamilton
Dorothy Kirby
Ronald McGeechan

Madeline Blyth
George Buckingham
Warwick Foote
Peter Grant
Jack Hopper
Catherine Leahy
Peter Nunan
Lawrie Strange

Keith Boulton
Arthur Diack
Mark Garlipp
Col Gladstone
David Jones
Ben MacDonald
Graham Price
Arthur (Wally) Walker

Life members
Robert (Jeff) Andrews
Bryant John Berriman
Warren Blee
Peter Byrne
Lilian Campbell-Innes
Keith Cogzell
Joy Elcock
Edward Elcock
Jennifer (Jenny) Fison
Richard (Dick) Fletcher
Frederick Franklin

Glen French
Kevin Fuge
Fred Gans
Judith Grant
Peter Hall
William Heymink
Victor Horne
Peter Ives
William Jenkinson
Raymond Jones

John Keenan
John Keogh
Brian Martin
Beatrice Joan McLeod
David Morgan
Barbara Poniewierski
Carl Savage
Helen Savage
Fabian Sweeney
Coral Tillett

Crossed the Bar
Alfred Bowmaker
Gordon Finucane
Bob Rogers

Sarah Daniels
Bill (Arab)Jones
Felix Scudamore
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Max Ferguson
John Lovatt

Annual Membership fees:
Ordinary
Family (2 Adults, 2
Children)
Concession
Family/Concession
Corporate

Board members:
Angela Tillmanns
Mr. Russell Adams

Editor: Robert Tillmanns
Sub Editor : Sharyn Squire
tillmanns@optusnet.com.au
Phone 07 31334378
Mob: 0412 487 993
Submissions for publication by:
May 15th 2017

$35.00
$50.00
$30.00
$40.00
$100.00

Mr. Chris WILLIAMS
Mr. Mike SOBYRA

Mr Mark FORT
Mr. David ROLLINS

For your diary
ANZAC Day Dusk Service – Barbeque to follow

Tuesday 25th April

An Introduction to HMAS DIAMANTINA - a talk by a
former crew member – Presented by Roy Stall

Saturday 13th May

Pirate Week

Monday 3rd July –
Friday 7 July

Launching Man Into Space – Working at NASA
Presented by Mark Fort

Saturday 15th July

Childhood Cancer Support –Talk Like a Pirate Day

Tuesday 19th
September

Riverfire Celebration &
Battle of Midway - Presented by Mike Sobyra

Saturday 30th
September

Brisbane Open Day

Saturday 7th October

A Guides Guide to HMAS Diamantina
Presented by John Thiele

Saturday 18th
November

Christmas Lunch and AGM Estimated

Saturday 9th
December
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